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benches,, where we saw and heard very well. The
play was called The Cradle of Security 2, wherein was
personated a king or some great prince, with his
courtiers of several kinds, among which three ladies
were in special grace with him; and they keeping
him in delights and pleasures, drew him from his
graver counsellors, hearing of sermons, and listening
to good councell and admonitions, that in the end
they got him to lye down in a cradle upon the stage,
where these three ladies joyning in a sweet song,
rocked him asleepe, that he snorted againe; and in
the mean time closely conveyed under the cloaths
wherewithall he was covered, a vizard, like a swines
snout, upon his face, with three wire chains fastened
thereunto, the other end whereof being holden seve-
rally by those three ladies ; who fall to singing againe,
and then discovered his face that the spectators might
see how they had transformed him, going on with
their singing. Whilst all this was acting, there came
.forth of another doore at the farthest end of the stage,
two old men; the one in blew, with a serjeant at
armes his mace on his shoulder; the other in red, with
a drawn sword in his hand, and leaning with the other
hand upon the others shoulder; and so they went
along with a soft pace round about by the skirt of the
stage, till at last they came to the cradle, when all
the court was in the greatest jollity; and then the
foremost old man with his mace stroke a fearfull blow
upon the cradle; wherewith all the courtiers, with the
three ladies, and the vizard, all vanished; and the de-
solate prince starting up bare-faced, and finding him-
self thus sent for to judgement, made a lamentable
complaint of his miserable case, and so was carried
away by wicked spirits. This prince did personate

* The Cradle of Securitie is mentioned with several other Mo-
ralities, in a play which has not been printed, entitled Sir Thomas
More, MSS. Harl. 3768.